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To R. Simeon, teacher of Trachonitis, the townspeople said, “Cut your 
reading short, so that our children may learn to read [by following it 
slowly].” 


He came and asked R. Haninah. He said to him, “Even if they cut off 
your head do not listen to them.” So he did not listen to them, and they 
fired him from his job as teacher. 


After a while he came down here [to Babylonia, where the story was 
told]. R Simon b. Yusinah dealt with him. He said to him, “What did 
you do in that town?” And he told him the story. 


He said to him, “Why did you not listen to them, [and do what they 
wanted|?” 


He said to him, “And do they do it that way?” 


He said to him, “And do we not cut a verse in parts in the study 
session [so as to translate it bit by bit and learn it that way]?” 


He said to him, “But do we not then go back and say the whole thing 
as one piece?” 


Said R. Zeira, “If that teacher were alive in my time, I should appoint 
him as a sage.” 


[For an example of a prophetic lection in which there are three verses 
constituting three distinct pericopae, M. 4:5D: ] Said Rab, “For 
example, “Woe to him who strives with his Maker; [an earthen vessel 
with the potter! Does the clay say to him who fashions it, “What are 
you making?’ or “Your work has no handles?]’”’ (Is. 45:9). 


They skip verses in the prophetic lections but not in the Torah 
lections [M. 4:5E]. 


And they do not skip from one prophet to another prophet. 


But in one of the prophets of the Twelve [minor prophets] they do 
skip around, 


on condition that one not skip from the end of a scroll to the 
beginning of that same one [M. Meg. 3:19]. 


They do not skip verses in the Torah lections [M. 4:5E]. 


[F] R. Jeremiah in the name of R. Simeon b. Lagish: “It is because 
they do not roll the scroll of the Torah in public.” 


